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There are two main types of window collision, one is in the day me the other is 
night me collisions. In the spring and fall with the sun’s posi on is the worst me 
for these collisions in our homes. Birds crash into windows because they see reflec-

ons of the trees, sky, clouds on the glass thinking they can fly through the window 
and out the other side, or land on the po ed indoor plant in the room. The second 
type collision happens at night, when nocturnal migrants (our songbirds, the tan-
agers, orioles, catbirds, and warblers) hit lighted high-rise windows, large office win-
dows and now wind farms.  These can be directly on a bird’s flight path, but the mi-
grants are lured to the lighted buildings. Birds who find their way by the stars, o en 
change their course by the lights, especially in foggy condi ons, o en running into 
each other or the lights.  Hundreds or thousands of dead birds have been found on 
city streets. 
· Another type window collision usually does not end in death but is harmful to 

birds and annoying to humans.  When a bird a acks its reflec on in a window. 
This happens in the day, most o en in spring and early summer when birds are 
defending their breeding territories. Northern Cardinals and American Robins, 
tend to nest very close to houses no cing their reflec on and thinking it is an-
other birds encroaching on their territory. Bluebirds will also do this, but more 
on side car mirrors. These ba les with themselves become very brutal and can 
drive the homeowner crazy.   

· Cover the glass on the outside with window screening or ne ng at least 2-3 
inches from the glass, taut enough to bounce birds off before they can hit the 
glass. This can be extremely effec ve. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology installed 
crop ne ng—the kind used to keep birds away from fruit trees—in front of a 
large picture window next to our bird-feeding garden. The result? No more dead 
and injured birds. Small-mesh ne ng is best—ours is 5/8" (1.6 cm) in diame-
ter—so if birds do fly into it they won't get their heads or bodies entangled but 
will bounce off unharmed. You can mount the ne ng on a frame, such as a 
storm-window frame, for easy installa on and removal. 

· Cover the glass with a one-way transparent film that permits people on the in        
side to see out, but makes the window appear opaque on the outside. You can 
find informa on about the best available products on the Fatal Light Awareness 
Program website. Make sure these kinds of products are mounted on the OUT-
SIDE of the glass. 

· Place a wooden grille or ver cal tape strips on the outside of the glass, set not 
more than 10 cm apart.       

· Put decals, s ckers, suncatchers, Mylar strips or windsocks, or other objects on 
the outside surface of the window. These are only effec ve when spaced very 
closely—no more than the span of a large hand between them. The design of a 
decal or s cker is immaterial. Bird Alert s ckers sold at Cardinal Corner are col-
ored in the ultraviolet spectrum—these appear transparent to our eyes but are 
visible to birds.  

Fall Window Strike Prevention 

   Golden Safflower Has Returned! 



 
 

 
 
 
 

                       

   

  
                      
When should hummingbirds feeders be taken down? 

Hummingbird feeders should be left up until after the first frost. Hummingbirds can not migrate until they have 
enough stored fat to make the long trip. Ideally once the weather turns cold at night, hummingbird feeders should 
be brought in at night and put out in the day. Hummingbirds can get  hypothermia by drinking freezing cold nectar 

and sitting still on a perch drinking.  They need to keep hovering. Perches can be removed on some feeders.  
Keep the feeder up at least a week or so after you have seen your last hummer, those young ones need body fat.  

Stragglers have been spotted at the end of October. Always have fresh nectar. 
 
 
 

Another sign that birds are preparing for the fall migration is when black birds begin to flock to-
gether. This typically begins by late August into September. It's is a time of year when we hear a 
lot of complaints about these flocks of black birds at the bird feeders. However this is just one of 

many signs of a coming change in the season. We have a few weeks of great left, but the birds 
are already sensing the change of seasons and preparations are slowly getting underway to relo-

cate before winter arrives.  
Your best bet to reduce the number of black birds at the feeders is to use either  

white or Golden safflower. 
   

It's a good idea to keep the feeders stocked with wild bird food. This is a period where our 
 resident birds will be establishing winter food sources, both natural and supplemental.  

Our winter birds will be looking for feeding grounds as they arrive.  
They will gladly add your backyard feeders to their list of food plots.  

This will result in more bird activity when the days get colder and more energy is needed to 
weather winter 's cold days and frigid nights.  

 

 

Remember: placing just one or two window s ckers on a large window is not going to prevent collisions—they must cover most of 
the glass with the spaces between too narrow for birds to fly through.  
á Keep the slats only half open on interior ver cal blinds. Bright windows on the opposite wall from your picture window may 
give the illusion of an open path to the other side. Closing a window shade or a door between rooms can some mes solve this situa-

on. 

á Relocate feeders, by moving your feeders and birdbaths to new loca ons. Bird strikes are significantly more likely to be fatal 
when they take off far enough away from the window to be flying at top speed when they hit. When feeders are placed within 3 feet 
of window glass, or affixed to the window or frame, birds may s ll fly into it, but seldom with enough force to injure themselves.   

Bird Alert Decals 
are colored in the  
ultraviolet spectrum—
these appear transpar-
ent to our eyes but are 
visible to birds. Comes is 
various shapes.  
Pkg of 4    $6.99 

The holographic strands of the 51“ long  
 Made with durable Holographic mylar.  

* A racts hummingbirds and Bu erflies.  
* Prevents birds from colliding in windows. 
* Discourages woodpeckers from damaging 

the house. 
* Discourages herons when hung over the 

koi pond, docks & boats. 
Available in red/silver 

Mylar Windsocks 

Most birds will avoid glass with ver cal stripes spaced four inches apart or horizontal stripes spaced two inches apart. 
Stripes should be at least 1/4ʺ wide. Generally, white stripes perform be er, as they are visible . 


